
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
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Wednesday 1 July 

Free to use images and video can be accessed HERE. 

Duncan Scott joined by Scotland's First Minister, John Swinney, to officially launch 
Scotland's King's Baton Relay 

After 479 days touring the Commonwealth, the Baton arrives in Scotland 

Scotland's most decorated athlete, Duncan Scott OBE, was met by Scotland's First 
Minister, John Swinney, as the swimmer kicked off Scotland's King's Baton Relay today, 
just 23 days before the Glasgow 2026 Commonwealth Games begin.  

Arriving against the backdrop of one of Scotland's most iconic skylines, Duncan made 
his way up the Clyde in a Glasgow Airport Fire & Rescue speedboat, proudly carrying the 
Baton. He was met on the quayside by Scotland's First Minister, John Swinney, as they 
transported the Baton to its first stop at Team Scotland's training camp at Glasgow's 
SEC. 

Duncan Scott said: "It's an absolute honour and privilege to be the first to carry the King's 
Baton as it makes its way through Scotland. This relay is about bringing communities 
together to share in the build-up to a home Commonwealth Games, and that's an incredibly 
special thing to be part of. I can't wait to see the reaction as the Baton makes its way 
around the country. I hope it inspires people to get involved and feel that excitement 
building ahead of what's going to be an unforgettable Games." 

The King’s Baton Relay has been going for exactly 479 days having launched at 
Buckingham Palace on Commonwealth Day, March 10, 2025.  

First Minister John Swinney said: “The King’s Baton Relay will showcase the very best of 
Scotland to the world – from our breathtaking islands and stunning landscapes to bustling 
towns and cities. 
  
"Glasgow 2026 is our opportunity to strengthen Scotland’s reputation as a great place to 
live, work, study, do business and visit – in front of a global audience of hundreds of 
millions. 
  

https://commonwealth-sport.cimediacloud.com/r/OtqzYzipr0L3


 
 

  

“We are supporting free events across Scotland to bring communities together and give 
people an opportunity to get active and improve their wellbeing. I encourage everyone to 
get involved and celebrate what makes Scotland special.” 
 
From now until the 23 July the Baton will attend over 50 events and festivals to celebrate 
Team Scotland, Scottish sport, the Commonwealth, Scottish culture and the Games. 
This year, the King's Baton Relay has been reimagined, popping up at key events across 
Scotland every day, rather than continuously travelling through the streets.  
 
Jon Doig OBE, Chief Executive of Commonwealth Games Scotland, said: “Today is a 
major milestone on the road to Glasgow 2026 as the King’s Baton begins its journey through 
Scotland. It was fantastic to see our most decorated athlete, Duncan Scott, bringing it 
ashore today and bringing it into our Team Camp.  

"The King’s Baton Relay gives us the chance to bring the Games to communities across the 
country, and we can’t wait to see the reaction it receives, and the excitement it creates 
over the coming weeks.” 

The Baton will also appear at a number of smaller community events. A series of plastic 
clean-ups are also planned as part of the Commonwealth Clean Oceans Plastics 
campaign, in partnership with the Royal Commonwealth Society, in a bid to prevent one 
million pieces of plastic from entering Commonwealth waterways and oceans. 

Katie Sadleir, Chief Executive Officer of the Commonwealth Sport said: “For 479 days, 
the King's Baton Relay has brought celebration, community and inspiration to 73 nations 
and territories across the Commonwealth. It has been a privilege to watch this journey 
unfold and as the Baton makes its way to Scotland for the home stretch of the relay, we are 
excited for the next 23 days as the final countdown to the Glasgow 2026 Commonwealth 
Games begins.” 

Each of the 74 Commonwealth nations and territories received their own blank Baton to 
decorate, customise and reflect their unique culture.  

The Scottish Baton has been designed by Glasgow-based artist Annie Graham who has 
carved a stunning image of scenic Scotland into the wooden Baton. It carries the word 
'gather', a symbol of community, connection and celebration. 

Gavin Birch-Williams, Managing Director of Glasgow Airport who provided the fire and 
rescue boat said: “Glasgow Airport is proud to support the arrival of the King’s Baton to 
Team Scotland’s Team Camp today, marking another milestone on the road to Glasgow 
2026. 

"During Games time we will play a crucial role in welcoming delegations from across the 
Commonwealth, and moments like this highlight the importance of that connection.”   



 
 

  

After making some stops in and around Glasgow today including Glasgow Children’s 
Hospital, the Baton visits Dumfries House tomorrow and heads to East Lothian on Friday. 
 

KEY MEDIA ASSETS AND INFORMATION: 

- Find out more about Scotland’s King’s Baton Relay HERE. 

- Free to use images and video for each day of Scotland’s King’s Baton Relay can be 
accessed HERE (folder for each day in Images and B-roll). 
 

- Access to the daily highlight video from each day of Scotland’s King’s Baton Relay can 
be viewed/shared and embedded from HERE. 
 

- Find out more about Annie’s baton design HERE. 

-Ends- 

For further information please contact: 

Lorna Campbell 
Media Consultant, Commonwealth Games Scotland 
Mobile: 07500 857 954 
Email: lorna.campbell@teamscotland.scot  
 

Mark Snell 
Head of Media, Commonwealth Games Scotland 
Mobile: 07739 647 055 
Email: mark.snell@teamscotland.scot 
 
Notes to the Editor 

About the King’s Baton Relay 
The King’s Baton Relay began at Buckingham Palace on Commonwealth Day, Monday 10 March 
2025, when His Majesty The King placed His Message to the Commonwealth that will be carried 
as part of the Relay into Scotland’s Baton.   
 
The King’s Baton Relay is a tradition that celebrates, connects and excites communities from 
across the Commonwealth during the build-up to the Games and the journey to Glasgow 2026 
will take 500 days and reach every corner of the Commonwealth. 
 
All 73 other nations and territories have taken part in the relay celebrations as it has travelled 
across the Commonwealth. Each has decorated a baton and created special moments to 
celebrate its journey towards the Games and all that it represents. 
 
More information can be found here.  
 
About the Scotland leg 
The Scotland leg of the King’s Baton Relay will commence on the 1st July at the Team Scotland 
Team Camp in Glasgow. Further information on media access that day will follow shortly.  
 

https://www.glasgow2026.com/kingsbatonrelay
https://commonwealth-sport.cimediacloud.com/r/OtqzYzipr0L3
https://www.youtube.com/@Team_Scotland
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_PH68EECUU
mailto:lorna.campbell@teamscotland.scot
mailto:mark.snell@teamscotland.scot
https://www.commonwealthsport.com/kings-baton-relay


 
 

  

The Baton will visit a host of communities, events and festivals to celebrate Team Scotland, 
Scottish sport, the Commonwealth, Scottish culture and the Games.  
 
This year the Relay has been reimagined to make it easier for communities to get involved. 
Rather than travelling continuously through streets, the Baton will use a hub-and-spoke model, 
bringing it to selected events across Scotland every day. 
 
Opportunities for the public to engage with events will be promoted by individual event-
owners. 
 
Highlighted Events:  
 

Date   
  

Region   Event   

04/07   Argyll and Bute   Luss Highland Games   
05/07   Glasgow    Mela Festival   
08/07   Edinburgh and East   Scottish Open   
11/07   Orkney   One year celebration of the International Island 

Games  
16/07   Western Isles   HebCelt Festival   
19/07   Dumfries   British National Mountain Biking Championships   

*Dates and details are subject to change. 
 
More information can be found here.  
 

About Commonwealth Games Scotland 

Commonwealth Games Scotland (CGS) is one of 74 Commonwealth Games Associations who 
are members of Commonwealth Sport.  

Commonwealth Games Scotland is the lead body for Commonwealth sport in Scotland, and is 
the organisation responsible for selecting, preparing and leading Team Scotland at the 
Commonwealth Games and Commonwealth Youth Games.  

Scotland has competed in every Games since the first Empire Games in 1930 and has hosted 
the Games three times, twice in Edinburgh 1970 and 1986 and most recently in Glasgow in 2014. 

Scotland’s most successful Games were at home at Glasgow 2014, when Team Scotland won a 
record 53 medals (19 gold, 15 silver and 19 bronze) to finish fourth on the medal table, closely 
followed by Birmingham 2022 with 51 medals. 

Working closely with Scotland’s national governing bodies of sport and the sportscotland 
institute of sport, Commonwealth Games Scotland aims to have the best prepared team 
possible at every Games, creating the right performance environment and giving athletes every 
opportunity to excel at the Games, as part of a world class sporting system. 

Commonwealth Games Scotland and its member sports rely on investment, including National 
Lottery support, from sportscotland, the national agency for sport. CGS also actively seeks 
additional support for team preparations from commercial partners, fundraising activities and 
the Commonwealth Games Endowment Trust. 

https://www.lusshighlandgames.co.uk/
https://www.glasgowlife.org.uk/event/10/glasgow-mela
https://www.glasgowlife.org.uk/event/10/glasgow-mela
https://tickets.europeantour.com/eut/go/f87470ae-b5ef-4f05-abf5-1e4bfe78059b/shop/product-first?fac=EUT&gad_campaignid=22921051103&gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAACzgt08535OGo9aZIzDjiZkZitzBo&gclid=Cj0KCQjwz9_QBhD_ARIsADnSCfC-_W3IZstpU01D_PKwemDt7YSVW3qf67Axg5_PMaNOoSeahfQio2caAjOAEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds&locale=en&skin=pgaetgso&utm_campaign=SO&utm_content=OnSale&utm_medium=PaidSearch&utm_source=Google&utm_term=PaidSearch
https://www.hebceltfest.com/
https://www.hebceltfest.com/
https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/events/details/332205/Lloyds-2026-National-MTB-Cross-Country-Championships
https://www.britishcycling.org.uk/events/details/332205/Lloyds-2026-National-MTB-Cross-Country-Championships
https://www.glasgow2026.com/kingsbatonrelay


 
 

  

About Glasgow 2026 

Glasgow 2026 promises an altogether brilliant Commonwealth Games, paving the way for a new 
era of Commonwealth Sport. 

Taking place from 23 July to 2 August, Glasgow 2026 is an 11-day celebration that combines 
world-class sport with a future-focused vision, built and delivered by the vibrant spirit of 
Glasgow. 

Set within a concentrated, eight-mile corridor that brings the Games closer to the fans than 
ever before, Glasgow 2026 will deliver: 

1. A record-breaking Para sport programme – 47 events across six sports 
2. The biggest Track Cycling, Swimming and 3x3 Basketball competitions seen at a 

Commonwealth Games 
3. Groundbreaking events like the return of the Commonwealth Mile in Athletics 

10 exhilarating sports across four of the city’s iconic venues; from Scotstoun Stadium to the 

Scottish Event Campus (SEC), the Sir Chris Hoy Velodrome and Arena, to Tollcross International 
Swimming Centre. 

Glasgow 2026 will see 3,000 volunteers, alongside thousands of fans, and communities from 
across the city join together to welcome 3,000 athletes from 74 nations and territories to the 
city. 

Led by Chair George Black CBE, an independent Board and Chief Executive Officer, Phil Batty 
OBE, Glasgow 2026 Limited is the Organising Company (OC) which will deliver the 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow next summer. 

Based in the city centre, the OC will directly employ around 160 people and is privately funded, 
securing its income through Commonwealth Sport, corporate sponsorship, broadcast rights, 
global partnerships and ticket sales, which will see almost £150 million local spend into the city 
of Glasgow, with no cost to the public purse to deliver the sporting competition. 

About Commonwealth Sport 
Commonwealth Sport is the organisation with responsibility for the direction and control of the 
Commonwealth Games and Commonwealth Youth Games, and for delivering the vision of the 
Commonwealth Sport Movement: 'Our Commonwealth, united through sport'. Our mission is to 
deliver inspirational and impactful Games; to excite and empower Athletes and young people; 
and to drive equality in sport and society across the Commonwealth. 
  
Established in 1930, the Commonwealth Sport Movement brings together 74 independent 
nations and territories creating a diverse Commonwealth community of over 2.5 billion 
individuals, representing one-third of the world's population. Together we stand as a beacon of 
unity, diversity, and equality, completely integrating Para athletes, driving gender equality and 
advocating for legacy and social change through sport. 
 
About Longines 
Based in Saint-Imier in Switzerland since 1832, the watchmaking company Longines 
wields expertise steeped in tradition, elegance and performance. 
 



 
 

  

With generations of experience as official timekeeper of world championships, and as partner 
of international sports federations, Longines has built strong and long-lasting relationships in 
the world of sport over the years. 
 
Known for the elegance of its timepieces, Longines is a member of Swatch Group Ltd., the 
world’s leading watch manufacturer. The Longines brand, with its winged hourglass emblem, 
is established in over 150 countries. 
 
Website: longines.com 
 
 

 


